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Everybody Watched and Watched: Behind the story
When I was three, my parents enrolled me in a once a week preschool program at what
I now think must have been a Mass Audubon conservation area. Almost twenty years later I
mostly remember the nervousness of being left with strangers and the length of the walks. One
child had a tantrum when their parents left and I rather wanted to myself but knew it wouldn’t
make a difference. Much later I heard my mom say that the program might have been more her
interest than mine, that she might have enrolled me in it because it sounded like something she
would have enjoyed. While I was enrolled in this class I was also dictating a journal, which
would later morph into a part of homeschooled kindergarten. The journal, in my mom’s
handwriting, holds brief stories from the class (some lacking rather in context) along with
several sketches by my mom and scribbles by me (over the years I would come back and fill the
blank pages with more drawings); and I thought of this journal when I was looking for a text to
illustrate for this capstone project.
Stories told by a child seemed like interesting material for a children’s book, which was
something I have wanted to try for a while. What parts of the experience should be
emphasized? How do the entries become a story apart from my memories? How can the
images enhance the text? I didn’t think, while I was planning, how many pages and illustrations
children’s books usually have. I chose which parts of the journal to include and spent several
weeks making thumbnail drawings, thinking about scale and how the text and images might
come together as a story. I considered the plants and animals that had a significant role in the
entries and chose to place the story in the Pacific Northwest, where I have lived longer and of
which I have stronger visual knowledge. Instead of placing my younger self as the main
character, I chose to follow several different children, focusing less on a single (white) child and
more on children’s experiences outdoors and with each other. My advisor Cynthia Camlin
recommended painting the shadows with gray wash first, and putting color on top later. At this
point we realized I would not have time to make twenty paintings in a quarter, and decided to
do six of them for the project, four in color and two in gray.
Collected here are the paintings I have finished along with the thumbnails in a mock-up
of the finished story, with text added on top. I plan to continue these paintings beyond the
Capstone Project and look into publishing or at least formatting, printing, and binding a physical
copy of the book for myself.

